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FROM THE EDITOR

Aloha! The new year has started and we are (a5 approaching
the start of the 1997 Western Socicty of Criminology Annual
Conference on February 27, 1997 in Waikiki, Hawaii, The
program chair, Candace Cross-Drew has put together an ex-
ciling and stmulating program which we know will provide
us all am opportunity o reflect on and discuss many critical
Jus!id:e izzues, The thame iz Crime, Justice ard Culfural -
versity: From the Wild West 1o the Pacdfte Rim and the dis-
cussions for the conference center arcund such topics as
crime and popular culture; the mfvences of race, pender and
age on senfences and sanctions; adolescent drug use and
dealing; gangs; grls in the crminal justice system; commu-
nity-based justice in Camada; and reforming juvenile afier-
care. Panehsts and presenters are coming from many western
states including California, Aneona, Mew Meaxico, Colorado,
Mevada, Hawaii and Oregon as well as Canada, Australia,
and Burope, Candace and other members of the board are
thrilled by the diversity of the speakers and the diversity of
the audience, You can access the preluminary program al
http:farwew sonomaedufjatwee/prelim@7 him) (many
thenks are extended o Pof Jackson ot Sonoma State Univer-
sity who created the web site and i continually adding new
information and making it more exciting for our membership
and ciher criminal justice folks)

Rarbara Bloom and Gerry Beardon, facilities chairs for this
conference, have been instrumental in securing an outstand-
tng property lor our comference, the Hawaiil Prince Howel,
The hatel, 8 AAA Four Diamond award facility, is situated
hetween Sla MMoana Beach Park and Waikiks Beach, has 1z
own golf course, and all of the guest rooms have ocean
views. We know you will ke pleased with the Hawaii Prince
Hotel and find it a great place to converse with vour jusiice
colleagues from around the world.

o this edition of The Western Criminalogiss we ane agam
featuring & section called “Around the WEC." The puepose
of this section is to provide a forum for sharing information
abaut our members” research and other scholacly and cre-
ateee activities. I would like 1o encourage all of you o sub-
mit brief statements on what research and other activities

¥Ou arc purlicipnling im amd if a.|:-'|'.||ii;:|.".,‘.-|:_ information on
ony moenegraphs, aricles ondfor books you have corrently
published. This will enhance aur ability o network more ef-
fectively with our colleagues and perhaps develop future
collaborative effons.

Martha-Elin Blomguist from Southern Oregon State College
sugpested a pew dechon 1o the newsletter, a feature box on
individwal criminal justice programs across the country, |
thowght it was suchia greal wdea thit 1 'coerced and cajoled
Martha-Elin into wriling a brief summary of her program for
this newsletter, An overview of Southern Oregon State
College's criminal justice program is provided here, 1f you
wild like 1o submit a summary of your program for futwre
publications, please send them 1o me at Californin State Uni-
versity, Sncrumenio

Oipe last reminder of a request | made o the membership in
Fall 1993. Many of cur criminal justice smdents may be par-
tcipating in research grants with their professors and col-
leagues, writing substantive critiques andfor analyses of
critcil coiminal justice issues, or submitting papers as pan of
a clags requirement. The association very much values the
partcipaon of s siudents ard we would again like o en-
courage you and’or your students 1o submit papers [or publi-
cation in The Western Criminologisr,

Again, o very happy new year to all of you and 1 hope vou
are able to come to Hawaii in February and be a pant of the
1987 WEC Annual Conference.

AROUND THE WSC

Thia section of the newsletier will Eln::-'.-'i-:ie'. hrief overviews of
the angoing research efforts of several of our members.

Cheryl Maxsor, Research Aziaciare, Sacial Scisnce Re-
search fnshitete, University of Southern Californiz

My current research s focused upon Tuctors associated with
joining gangs, juvenile violence in Los Angeles, and com-
munily responses 0 community policing, We are in the early
stages of data analysis for two studies on resistance to gang
membership, With support from the Califernia Wellness
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Foundztion and the U5, Department of Health and Human
Services, we have interviewed mare than 400 gange and non-
pang adolescents {ages 13-150 in commuribes with kigh
levels of gang activity in 5an Diego and Long Beach, Cali-
fornia. The interviews covered individual, family, peer,
school and neighborhood features that previous research had
suggested might distinguish between youth who de and do
pol join gangs. Owr goal is to tease out the sk and protec-
tive Factors for gang joining and 1o sentify those dimen-
sions which seem most promising for early intervention and
prevention of gang membership.

s study of juvenile violznce in Los Angeles (funded by
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinguensy Prevention)
investigates the charactenstics and paterns of violenoe in-
volvement, both victimization and offending, with emphases
on ethnic differences, accessibility 10 Drearms, gang featenes,
and drug and alcohol involvement. We are in the midst of
pathering these data (even as we speak! ), which includes in-
ervicw with 360 adolescents and their caretakers (drawn
from a household sample of the ien neighborhoods with the
highest juvenile violence rates in Les Angeles county), and
youths who have been ireated for violent injuries in Lhe
emergency rooms of our twe lorgest county hospitals, Daa
on the characteristics of hamicides involving juveniles are
being gathered from police investigation records, The Na-
tional Institwte of Justice provided resources o collzct data
from an additional group of adult homicides. This project
also has a strong policy focus and we are working closely
with a Community Advisory Board to develop the program-
matic and policy implications from our Tindings.

In January 1997, 1 am beginning & MII-supported project to
help the Los Angeles Police Department (LAFPD) develop a
community survey 1o gather data on residents’ pcm:p:_iqns
of community policing and on citizens™ sttitudes, parbicipa-
tion and neighborhood features that provide the context for
the implementation of community policing. Mail and phone
survey procedures will be tested to assess the reliability of
these different modes of gathering data. In addition to devel-
oping a survey tool that can be used by the LAPD i annwal
surveys and providing some baseline data to them, we hope
to exomine the relatonship of individual and community
{actors in residents’ reactions 10 community palicing,

Ciher research potivities inelude an evaluation of the
[nglewond Police Department’s Youth Frrearm Eeduction
[matiative and work with trawma susgeons on a Centers for
Disease Contral and Injury Prevention funded study o de-
velop measures of time of injury from interviews with pa-
fients and witnesses, The caalyst for this project was a pre-
liminary study that suggested that seripusly-injured indi-
viduals were more Likely to die if they were brought fo the
hospital through the EMS system rather than by private
ransportation, The aotion is that 8 “scoop and run™ policy
1 reduce delays in getling to the trauma centar may be bei-
ler than F-rl.l'l.'l:l!lng treatment @t the scene,

Rarbara Blvore, Depariment of Criminal Justice Adminisrra-
fion. Sonoma State Universicy, and Barbara Owen, Depirrt-
ment af Criminology, California Siare University, Fresno,

We are condusting a study of young female offenders incar-
carated in the California Youch Authority, This study.
funded by the Natuonal [nstiuie of Justice, seeks o answer
the following question: what 15 the natere of Califormm’s
young female ollender population?; what are the needs of
thiz population?; and whit needs are not being met throsgh
existing programming? The pilot stwdy has thres basic com-
ponents: 13 a detailed profile of female wards confined ot the
“entwra Schoeol; 2) an on-sile inventory of existing programs
al the Ventura School; and 1) 8 needs agscsament which will
match profile data with program data 1o determine gaps be-
twoeen dentified needs and current programming. Research
methods include face-to-face interviews, site visits, and in-
terviews with program siaff and wards. Thes project will pro-
vide bascline information for California Youth Autherity ad-
mimistrators and program planners as well ag data for use by
others invelved in studyving and managing this population.
Addiionally, a research prowcol will be developed by
BEloom and Owen to be used by researchers and adminisira-
tars in other persdictons teoughout the United States. We
presented our preliminary findings at the American Society
of Criminology mesting in Chicago in a paper enbitled, Pre-
timinary Dana From Profificg the Needs of Californic's Fe-
male Yourhful Offenders

FEATURE BOX ON SOUTHERN OREGON
STATE COLLEGE

The Crismanology Depantment at Southern Crepon State Caol-
lege (SOSC) was created in 1968, but is very different today.
The department has three new criminology fculty members,
a new dean, now provost and new callege president. The pro-
gram offers a bachelor of arts (BA) and a bachelor of science
(B5) degree in criminology. Full-ime faculty include D,
Vern Hubka, D.Crim.; De, Vic Sims, PhoDv; Dre, Martha-Elin
Blomeuist, Ph.Dd; and Lore Butz-Bure, 10D, MLAL and SO5C
graduare,

The criminology faculty are world travelers and bring di-
veerse perspectives from their wavels and raining into the
classroom. One of our new emphases is 1o provide individual
allention 1o ench criminalogy major. Angther is to offer an
apen-tdoor palicy and “user foendly’ faculty in order (o com-
municale our energy and mberest for sludents,

The department is also proud to offer internships m Eagland
for the first e as well as four distance learning Ed-Met
courses, and several scholarships. Recently, this criminology
department wis honared when the Frank J. Van Dyke En-
dowed Lecture Serics in Professional Ethics focused ils an-
nual program on “Policing i a Fluralistic Society.”

For more information, you may use any or all of the following:
phone: 5415520308, fax; 54105526430, email: sims @wpo.
sose osshe.cduc; wile: Department of Criminelogy, Southern
f_}::gcﬂ Srple I:.'-r:lltgt. 1250 515|-;_'|].'4_1|,|. Houlevard. Ashland, QR
97520, ask any Southern Oregon State College graduate
criminologist; of listen carefully 1o the wind.
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BOOK REVIEW

Chilad Abuyse and the Lega! Svstem, Inger I, Sagatun and
Leonard P. Edwards. Chicapo: Melson-Hall Ine, 1995,

By Broore Alisan, Part-time inslruclor, Criminal Juskice
Divizion, Calfornia State Univarsily, Sacramenlo (C5US)

Six vears ago [iniited a course on Family Vielesce in the
Criminal Justice Division ar CSUS. For five of those six
years, because of the absence of an integrated 1ext on the
subject, Thad to piece together for my students the relevan
infarmation on the legal aspecis and implications of child
gbuse from my personal materials and professional experi-
ence, The peblication of this beok in 19935 marked the dawn
of & new era because it s the first tesn devoted o the subject
of child abuse and the legal system. Sapamn and Edwards®
provide concrete information and data on the senous legal
and social ramifications of child ahuse,

It 15 impartant b note that this text does not stand alone inoa
comprehensive course on family violence or chald abose,
The beok should be supplemented with another more eom
prehensive text on the socml, psychological, and behavioral
indicators of child abuse and the dynamics, causes and ef-
fects of child sbusz, Whils i includes brief sections on the
history of child abuse and indicators of abuse, Chifd Abuse
and the Lepal System is primarily devoied to an examination
of the instituttonal and legal aspects of this ssue, including
the rales of professionals in investipating, protecting, and
prosecuting child abuse, Thess complicated, essentially bu-
reaucratically-based subjects are covered cogently and thor-
auphly.

The authors devole am entire section W the very imporiant
topic of “children as witnesses,” detailing extensive research
I’|r|.-:|i115:. and praches I'EEi].rI!II'IE it child™s i.'.rr.r]lh'i]lr:,' BN COMAre,
crpert witnesses, hearsay evidence rules, and the wse of vid-
eotaped statements. Sagatun and Edwards have also laken
an some of the most controversial and emerging 15sees re-
lated to child abuse incleding: fetal pbuse, the case of drog-
i::trulﬁud |nfan[x; recovered memmory; and the batlered child
syndrome and children whao fight back. The challenge will
ber for the suthors and the publisher to revisit these emerging
igaues and odhers o tanely, subseguent editions as laws in
the aren of child abuse are changing rapidly with every staee
and legislative session,

I highly recommend Child Abuse and the Lepal Systen as a
uupnlu:nun!u:}- text 10 those 1¢r||:'hi115 cnmpr&hen:l'ﬂ: Coursss
on family violence and child abuse, as well as 1o those cov-
ering the topic of child abuse investiaaliion and prosecution
in sacial work and criminal justice courses. | also look for-
winrd 1o subsequent editions, as the authors help stedents
and professionals keep up with ever-changing developments
in the field,

TRAVEL ALERT

The W5SC membership has been ofensd assistance in book-
ing travel by Hello World Travel (HWT)E Thos far, HWT has
negotiated for aicfare discounts with Continental, Worthwest
ancd United Asrhnes, To take advantage of this offer, you
musl travel berween February 21 and March &, 1997, and
HWT must book o minimum of ten fickets with the air carrier
of your choice. Given the aumber of WA members from the
western United States whe are atiending the Hawai confar
ence, here should be no problem mesting these minimums
Contact Chnstine al (B00} 566-5224 and el les thit you
are a member of the W5 and are atlending the conference

in Harwaii.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

* The 1997 Spring Semi-Anneal Beeting of the Association
for Corminal Testice Research (Californin) is 1o be held on
April 24 and 23 at (e Beverly Garland Hotel in Sacramento,
Califormia, Themes are criminal justice planning and ac-
countabiliey; domestic violence; juvenile gangs. violence,
and drug research; and funding sowrces. Contact Robent C,
Cushman, Prngram Chare: 40852770103 e-miail bob&oun
co.sinia-clarm.co.us) or Dale K. Sechresd, 909/880-5506 {fax
C9SRRO-T070),

UPCOMING ARTICLES

1) Student Paper given first place in the June Morrison Stu-
dent Award.

21 The Purpasels) of Sarcioning Parenfal Child Srealing:
Deterrerce, Just Dezerts, or the Control of Gender ard Ba
o "Devigree ' by Martha Elin-Blamguist, Department of
Criminology, Southern Oregon State College and Susan
Stockdale, Depariment of Sociolegy, University of Califoer-
mia at Los ngulr:s.

See you inw Fawaic!
S
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